ORIGINAL

Before the . '
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION ™ Caly
Washington, D.C. E

In re Applications of ) MM Docket No. 97-77

)
GREATER WASHINGTON EDUCATIONAL )
TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
ASSOCIATION, INC. ) File No. BPED-930617MD
Leonardtown, Maryland )

)
For a Construction Permit for a )
New Noncommercial Educational FM Station ) DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

)
COLUMBIA UNION COLLEGE )
BROADCASTING, INC. ) File No. BPED-930723MB
Takoma Park, Maryland )

)
For Modification of Facilities of WGTS-FM, )
Takoma Park, Maryland )

To:  Richard L. Sippel
Administrative Law Judge

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF AMENDMENT

Greater Washington Educational Telecommunications Association, Inc. (“GWETA”), by
its attorneys, submits these comments in support of the engineering amendment filed by
Columbia Union College Broadcasting, Inc. (“CUC”) to modify its application for Station
WGTS(FM) in the referenced proceeding.

GWETA has reviewed the engineering amendment and supports it. The amendment
eliminates the prohibited contour overlap between CUC's modification proposed for Station
WGTS(FM), Takoma Park, Maryland, and GWETA's proposed new noncommercial educational

FM radio station at Leonardtown, Maryland. The amendment thus removes the mutual



exclusivity between the applications, thereby permitting grant of GWETA's original application
for a new radio station at Leonardtown, as proposed in FCC File No. BPED-930617MD.

CUC's amendment, if approved, will conserve Commission resources and the resources
of the applicants by avoiding the need for a hearing on the 307(b) and share-time issues specified
in this proceeding. The termination of the hearing will also speed the institution of new
noncommercial educational service to the Leonardtown area.

Attached as Exhibit 1 to these Comments is a Declaration from GWETA indicating

compliance with Section 73.3525 of the Commission's Rules.

Respectfully submitted,

GREATER WASHINGTON EDUCATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATION, INC.

By:

dd ray
Margaret L. Miller
Its Counsel

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
1200 New Hampshire Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036-6802

202-776-2571

August 15, 1997



EHXIBIT 1



DECLARATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON EDUCATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION, INC.

BY N. WILLIAM JARVIS
VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL

I am the Vice President and General Counsel of Greater Washington Educational
Telecommunications Association, Inc. (“GWETA”). GWETA supports the amendment
of the application of Columbia Union College Broadcasting, Inc. (“CUC”) for Station
WGTS (FM), so as to resolve the conflict between the applications in this proceeding and
to alleviate the need for a hearing.

The resolution of the mutual exclusivity between GWETA and CUC pursuant to
the proposed amendment would conserve the resources of the FCC and the applicants,
would expedite the grant of both the GWETA application and the amended CUC
application, and would speed the institution of new noncommercial educational broadcast
radio services in Leonardtown, Maryland, all of which will serve the public interest.

No money or other consideration has, directly or indirectly, been paid or promised
to GWETA or its principals in this proceeding in connection with the amendment filed by
CUC for Station WGTS (FM). Ideclare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is

true and correct. Executed on August 14, 1997.

GREATER WASHINGTON EDUCATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION, INC.

“ N. William Jarvis,
Vice President and Qefieral Counsel




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Comments in Support of Amendment" was
served this 15th day of August, 1997, via hand-delivery or first class United States Mail, postage
prepaid, upon the following:

Honorable Richard L. Sippel*
Administrative Law Judge

Federal Communications Commission
2000 L Street, N.W., Room 220
Washington, D.C. 20554

James Shook, Esq.*

Compliance and Information Division
Mass Media Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, NN'W., 8202-F
Washington, D.C. 20554

Bruce A. Eisen, Esq.

James M. Weitzman, Esq.

Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays & Handler, LLP
901 Fifteenth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005-2327

s Yedohoo

*via hand delivery



